NASOPHARYNX

and white men and for whitewomeninthe
SEER areas. Thereweretoo few
nasopharyngeal cancersdiagnosed between
1988 and 1992 in the other racial/ethnic
groupsto provide meaningful incidence
rates.

Theaverage annual age-adjusted
incidencerate of nasopharyngeal cancer in
Chinese men, 10.8 per 100,000, is 1.4 times
greater than that of Vietnamese men and
nearly 2.8 timesgreater than that of Filipino
men. Infact, therateamong Filipino men,
athoughrelatively high, isthe same asthat
for Chinesewomen. Ratesof one per
100,000 and lower occur in black men,
Hispanic and non-Hispanic white men and
non-Hispanic whitewomen.

The United Statesmortality ratesfor
cancer of the nasopharynx reflect patterns
similar to thosefor SEER incidencerates.
Mortality ishighest in Chinese, lower in
Filipinosand lowest among blacks,
Hispanicsand non-Hispanic whites. No
mortality ratesare currently availablefor
Vietnamese. Incidence-to-mortality rate
ratiosvary, with Chinese and Filipinos
having higher incidencerelativeto mortality
(2.3 for menin both groupsand 3.2 for
Chinesewomen) than other groups (ranging
from about 1.7 for white Hispanic mento
two for non-Hispanic white men). Incidence
and mortality ratesfor nasopharyngeal
cancer increasethrough the oldest age group,
although the small number of cases
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ancer of the nasopharynx isarare
neoplasm in most countries. However, it occurs
at high frequenciesin Chinaand Southeast Asia
T he highest incidenceratesin the SEER regions
occur among the Chinese. Ratesarealsohighin
Vietnamese and Filipino men, two groupsthat include
personsof Chineseheritage. Incidencerates of
nasopharyngeal cancer arealso availablefor black, Hispanic

precluded the calculation of reliableratesfor
many populations.

Themajor modifiablerisk factor
identified for cancer of the nasopharynx is
the consumption of Cantonese salted fish,
whichisacommon food item eaten from
early infancy onward by groupswith high
risk of thisdisease. Other possiblerisk
factorsinclude extensive exposuresto dusts
and smoke and regular consumption of other
fermented foods. Therole of Epstein-Barr
virusin the development of nasopharyngeal
cancer continuesto be explored.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates, 1988-1992

MEN WOMEN

ALASKA NATIVE (<% ALASKA NATIVE |
AMERICAN INDIAN AMERICAN INDIAN *
(NEW MEXICO) (NEW MEXICO)
BLACK BLACK | %
CHINESE 10,8 CHINESE - 3.9
FILIPINO FILIPINO | %
HAWAIIAN |+ HAWAIIAN | %
JAPANESE | % JAPANESE | %
KOREAN |% KOREAN | %
VIETNAMESE 7.7 VIETNAMESE | %
WHITE whiTe o2
HISPANIC (TOTAL) 0.6 HISPANIC (TOTAL) | %
WHITE HISPANIC 0.5 WHITE HISPANIC | %
WHITE 0.6 WHITE
NON-HISPANIC : NON-HISPANIC I 03
0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14 0 2 4 6 8 10 12 14
United States MORTALITY Rates, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = information not available;
% = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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SEER INCIDENCE Rates by Age at Diagnosis, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; 4 = rate not calculated when fewer than 25 cases.
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United States MORTALITY Rates by Age at Death, 1988-1992
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NOTE: Rates are "average annual" per 100,000 population, age-adjusted to 1970 U.S. standard; N/A = data unavailable;% = fewer than 25 deaths.
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